
working closely to ensure this happens as 
the contract is already in place and no 
Legislative action is needed. It’s impera-
tive our deputies have cameras and that 
they work as intended.  
 
I’m happy to report that funding was ap-
proved to replace emergency radios for 
Onondaga County Park Rangers.  Their 
current 20+ year old radios will be re-
placed with new, modern technology 
which will allow our Rangers to speak 
directly with N.Y.S. Troopers and Ononda-
ga County Sheriff's Deputies at events 
protected by multiple agencies, such as 
Lights on the Lake and Ampitheater shows.   
 
I attended the grand opening ceremony of 
the county’s new Emergency Operations 
Center in Liverpool. The facility is home to 
the county’s Department of Emergency 
Management and has a space for officials 
from various agencies to gather to handle 
emergencies that happen throughout the 
county. Having toured the long-vacant 
building in 2022, I was quite impressed at 
how it looks today.  I’m proud to have 
supported funding for this facility. 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 This year’s State of the County address 
was  held at ESM High School.  It was 
a pleasure having County Executive 
Ryan McMahon visit our 10th District 
and outline his plans for the county in 
the coming year.  I was honored to 
welcome the attendees and introduce 
Dr. Donna J. DeSiato, Superintendent 
of East Syracuse Minoa schools.  

 

 I was asked to speak at the Town of 
Manlius, the Village of Fayetteville 
and the Village of Minoa’s board 
meetings about county projects and 
initiatives, including the Main Street 
grant program which is improving our 
communities and Plan Onondaga, the 
county's comphrensive plan which is 
setting us up for a bright future. 

 

 I helped approve funding for improve-

ments to the Onondaga County War 
Memorial, the Erie Canal Museum, the 
Onondaga County Public Libraries, 
and Onondaga Lake Park. 

 

 I supported funding for mental health 

services in all schools, including F-M 
and ESM. 

 

 I sent a letter of support to help Minoa 
with upgrades to their Waste Water 
Treatment Plant. 

 

 I secured a public art grant for the 
Village of Fayetteville. 

 

 I secured a grant for a flood study in 

the Town of Manlius. 
 

 Appointments: 

from the Desk of   Mark Olson 

Legislative Update Spring 2024 

Having been a volunteer firefighter since I was a teenager, I have personally seen the number of volunteers dwindle 
in recent years.  So I was more than happy to visit each of the four departments in the 10th District during RecruitNY, 

a statewide effort to get more people involved. I’m pictured above at Manlius and Kirkville. 
Please consider giving some of your time.  Just contact your department to get started.  

2024 is underway, and I’m proud to be 
representing you at the Onondaga County 
Legislature again this year. 
 
One of my main priorities for this term is 
improving public safety and ensuring our 
first responders have what they need to do 
their jobs the best they can.  I’m happy to 
say I am continuing as the Chair of the 
Public Safety committee for the 2024-2025 
term.   
 
Let me take a moment to remember and 
honor Syracuse Police Officer Michael Jen-
sen and Lieutenant Michael A. Hoosock 
with the Onondaga County Sheriff’s Office. 
As you know, both were tragically and 
senselessly killed in the line-of-duty.  Lt. 
Hoosock also served with many other local 
agencies, including the Manlius Fire De-
partment.  My thoughts and prayers go to 
their families and all those who served 
alongside them.  These two men will never 
be forgotten. 
 
At the Legislature, I supported a new body 
camera system for the Sheriff's Office. The 
County Executive’s office and the OCSO are 

I’m proud to be representing you  

For updates from the Legislature, follow me on Facebook — LegislatorMarkOlson 

 Planning & Economic 
 Development Committee 

 Onondaga County Soil and 
 Water Conservation 
 District Board 

 Criminal Justice Advisory 
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 Stop DWI Advisory Board 

 Syracuse Metropolitan  
 Transportation Council  



 

Onondaga County’s Depart-

ment of Transportation is 

based at 6230 East Molloy 

Road in East Syracuse.  Admin-

istrative and engineering offic-

es are located here as well as 

the North Area Maintenance 

Facility. 

 

The Department’s mission is to 

provide the traveling public 

with a safe, efficient, and relia-

ble network of highways and 

bridges. The county has over 

800 miles of roadways and 

more than 200 bridges.  DOT 

has a dynamic workforce of 

100+ people that leverage in-

novative solutions and com-

prehensive planning to move 

people across the County 

safely and seamlessly.  Snow-

plowing and paving are two of 

their largest tasks each year. 

 

The department has divided On-

ondaga County into four sec-

tions. Each has equipment and 

employees to service roads 

and a shop for performing 

equipment maintenance and ma-

jor repairs.  In addition to the 

North Area facility, they are 

located in Camillus, James-

ville and Marcellus. 

 

DOT’s Facebook page posts 

regular updates about road 

projects and is a great source 

of information:  

         Facebook.com/OnondagaDOT 

I fully understand there was no ap-
parent leak of hazardous materials 
and that the derailment occurred en-
tirely on CSX property.  Still, with 
hundreds of homes, several schools 
and the East Syracuse Minoa School 
District transportation garage in the 
immediate vicinity, it seems like a 
notification by CSX to local emer-
gency officials and news media 
would have occurred.  They would 
have been able to immediately share 
the news with our county residents 
and let them know the derailment 
was minor and that there was no dan-
ger to the public.   
 
I for one am grateful for the work of 
the CSX crew in determining there 
were no injuries or hazardous materi-
als onboard the tipped train cars.  
They should be commended for their 
quick response.  Still, I’m concerned 
that should there be a more signifi-
cant derailment or one with hazard-
ous materials, valuable time may be 
wasted in alerting local officials and 
the news media – and that’s time that 
may cost lives. 
 
Onondaga County and our local mu-
nicipalities value our partnership 
with CSX Transportation and are 
glad to have them as part of our com-
munity.  We are hopeful in the event 
of a another derailment, no matter 
how minor, proper notifications will 
be made so the people of our county 
are not left wondering and concerned 
for their health and safety yet again. 
 

Many of you reached out in March 
following a train derailment in the 
Village of Minoa, concerned for your 
health and safety. 
 
I have sent a letter to Joseph R. Hin-
richs, the President and Chief Execu-
tive Officer of  CSX Transportation.  
I expressed my dismay at the lack of 
information from his company in the 
hours following the incident and 
asked why local officials and the 
public were not notified of this inci-
dent in a timelier manner. 
 
Two train cars ended up on their side 
next to the track and quite visible 
from Central Avenue, which as we 
know is a heavily-traveled roadway 
and a main access point to Minoa.  
The derailment happened overnight 
and throughout the day, there were 
many social media posts from people 
left in the dark and concerned about 
what may have leaked from those 
train cars.  After much pushing from 
local media, hours later a CSX 
spokesperson finally shared the two 
cars had sunflower seed oil in them 
which did not leak. 
 
I have personally spoken with repre-
sentatives of the Minoa Fire Depart-
ment , the Onondaga County Depart-
ment of Emergency Management, 
the Onondaga County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, and the Onondaga County 911 
Center.  No one – not one single per-
son – was contacted by CSX and 
alerted to this derailment.  This con-
cerns me greatly. 

SPOTLIGHT: 
Dept. of Transportation 
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Responding to the CSX derailment 
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Updating the Fayetteville 
Village Board and residents 

on the great things happening 
in Onondaga County! 

Meeting with Erich Schepp 
of the Central New York 
Funeral Directors 
Association to discuss and 
review county policies 
ensuring those who can't 
afford a proper burial 
receive one.  
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